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Editor's Choice

have been lovingly prepared from TIMV “ALP” vinyl pressings. The best of
the bunch is the 1951 NBC Verdi Requiem with Nelli, Barbieri, di Stefano
and Siepi, the “Dies irae” even now delivering more explosive bass-drum
wallops than any before or since, even though a 1940 Toscanini/NBC
Requiern with Bjorling et al (M&A) is in general rather better sung. Another
Verdi programme on Opus Kura includes Rigoletto Act 3 (Peerce, Warren,
Milanov, Merriman) and various operatic extracts, notably a dazzlingly
dramatic wartime Luisa Miller overture. This is T'oscanini functioning at
white heat, and the sound quality has a warmth and presence that if memory
serves exactly mirrors the virtues of those much-loved old LPs.

" Toscanini transfers on the ever-enterprising Japanese Opus Kura label
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Toscanini'’s recording
of the last act of
Rigoletto rernains

a model of Vierdian
style. More than that,
itis some of the most
thrilling conducting
and singing to be
heard on disc. This

is Verdi as film nair,
taut, claustrophobic,
shadowy. The
conductor keeps the
drama on the tightest
of leashes, only to let
go at key points far
surges of exciternent
or passion — for the
mast part, thaugh,

it's all bottled up,

as explosive as a
Molotow cacktail. This
reissue is i warm,
alive sound.
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scanini at white heat’




